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Derby land 30a 500
Part of Whipple














No. 11 at Lake 1400
Drinker, Philip
MacKenzie house
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Gilson 1 and 100a




























































THE FOLLOWING PERSONS HAVE BEEN
ASSESSED A POLL TAX IN THE TOWN OF









DOGS REGISTERED FOR THE YEAR 1947
30
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town hall land and building $50,000
Town hall, iurniture and equipment 300
Library, land and building 5,000
Library, furniture and equipment 500
Police depaitment equipment 300
Fire department, land and buildings * 2,000
Fire department equipment 5,000
Park and common 500
Town scales 300
Highway department, land and buildings 300
Highway department equipment 8,000
Junior high school 10,000
Village grammar school 5,000
Columbian school 4,000
State Line school 2,000
$93,200
TAX DEEDED PROPERTY
Arthur Blanchard, Smith lot 35a $25
William Brown & Sons, Blodgett land 15a 50
Chester L. Bemis, Hayden pasture 175
Edwin C. Baker estate, home place and mill lot 1,700
Howe Lumber Co., Perry lot 400
Mary A. Haradon, building lot 50
F. D. Holman estate, Perry lot 3a 60
F. D. Holman estate, Beebe lot 50
William M. Whitney, quarry land la 100
Frank Sherrick estate, wood lot, 25a 200
Robert Morgan estate, Whitney lot 2a 50
$2,860
31
INVOICE OF THE TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
Invoice of the town of Fitzwilliam, N. H. for April 1, 1947,




The amount of taxes assessed by ns on polls and estates
ill the town of Fitzwilliam A}n'ii 1, 1947 is as fHows
:
Town officers' salaries $1,350 00
Town officers' expense and audit 990 00
Election and registration 100 00
Insurance 250 00
Town hall 600 00
Police department 300 00
Care of trees in common and streets 300 00
Fire Department 2,600 00
District Nurse 1,200 00
Town Dump 225 00
Town Road Aid 744 06
Town maintenance 10,000 00
Oiling town roads ' 3,000 00
Street lighting " 1,104 00
Memorial tablet— Plante Memorial Park 175 00
Town hall toilets 400 00
Libraries 1,050 00
Old Age Assistance 1,500 00
Town Poor 1,000 00
Memorial Day 150 00
Reservoir for fire protection 3,500 00
Cemeteries 800 00
Precinct and Depot Park 350 00
Damage and legal expense 100 00
Monadnock Region Association 91 00
Interest 50 00
Depot Crossing Protection 1,200 00
County Tax 2,476 58
School Tax 15,957 00
Total $51,562 64
Total appropriations $51,562 64
Less estimated revenues and credits 8,374 59
$43,188 05
Plus overlay 787 61
To be raised by taxation $43,975 66
33
Less poll taxes
Less National bank stock tax
34
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FITZWILLIAM
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing
Year January 1, 1948 to December 31, 1948
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expen-






Year 1947 Year 1947 Year 1948
Motor vehicle permit fees 834 51 1,423 98 1,400 00
To town hall reservoir account 2,070 80
From local taxes other
than property taxes
:
(a) Poll taxes—Regular @ $2 712 00 732 00 732 00
(b) National bank stock taxes 77 00 11 00 11 00
Total revenues from all sources
except property taxes $6,773 17 $13,809 91 $7,735 00
Amount to be raised by
property taxes 41,284 47 42,226 41 57,392 05
















Expenses town hall and other
town building:s
Protection of persons and
$1,850 00 $1,414 10 $1,500 00
1,240 00 1.478 51 1,350 00
100 00 83 50 250 00










Year 1947 Year 1947 Year 1948
200 00associations
38
REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN
BALANCE SHEET
ASSETS
Cash in hands of treasurer, Jan. 1, 1948 $9,609 01
Cash in hands of town clerk, Jan. 1, 1948 6 86
Bounties due from state 72 00
Due from trustees of trust funds 118 90
Unredeemed taxes, 1947 85 85
Unredeemed taxes, 1946 7 62
Uncollected taxes, 1947 46 27






Balance town hall doors appropriation
Balance Plante park appropriation
Town history appropriation
Dog tax due to schools, 1947




Sources of revenue from state $6,524 76
From local sources except taxes 27,160 29
Prom local taxes 43,121 36






DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
DETAIL NO. 1
Sources of Revenue from State
Bounties $86 00
Fighting forest fires 1,172 91
Forest land tax reimbursement 92 00
Savings bank tax 235 02
Railroad tax 378 76
Interest and dividend tax 4,560 07
$6,524 76
DETAIL NO. 2
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog licenses $212 97
Rent of town hall 77 50
Motor vehicle permits 1,423 98
Trustees of trust funds, advance 271 81
Highway department, labor and materials 204 94
Sale of cemetery lots 150 00
40
Town of Tro.y—i/^ cost of forest fire
Maniif. & Merchants Mutual Ins. Co., div
Traders & Mechanics Ins. Co., div.
ToM'n clerk, filing fees
Trustees of trust funds, cap. res. fund
Boston & Maine R. R. forest fire
Sturgis Coffin, spl. aec. lanterni-;





Property taxes, 1947 $42,226 41
Poll taxes. 1947 732 00
National Bank stock tax 11 00
Poll taxes, previous years 26 00
Property taxes, previous years 6 00
Interest received 18 50





DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
$250 00
43
Walter M. Stone, use of car and expenses 63 44
Fred R. Boyee, use of car 60 00
DETAIL NO. 3
Election and Registration










H. Gilmore & Co., supplies
E. J. Plante, gas
A. J. Plante, gas
L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
Nims Plumbing Co., floor drain
Aubuchon Co., supplies
Arthur Whitcomb Inc., concerte
Lena D. Huston, rent of barn
S. S. Stone & Sons, lumber
Daniel H. Bemis, steward and repairs
DETAHj no. 8
Care of Trees
B. F. Lawrence Tree Expert Co., trimming $257 01





Ella M. Emerson, appropriation $1,200 00
DETAIL NO. 12
Town Dump




M. D. Campbell, labor $757 27
Arvid Hendrickson, labor 532 30
Alte Pelto, labor 620 95
Ernest Hendrickson, labor 445 18
Arthur J. Plante, gasoline 87 59
Sunoco Service Station, oil 23 65
Robertson Motor Co., repairs 75 01
Alfred Todd, truck 37 00
C. F. Richardson, truck 42 50
E. J. Plante. Sr., gas and supplies 108 90
(\ A. Butler, truck 65 10
N. H. Gas & Electric Co., electricity 8 00
C'oUector of Internal Revenue, inc. tax 334 50
Frank H. Gannett, labor and gas 147 08
H. Gilmore & Co., supplies 14 27
Walter Young, labor 15 00
Lepisto Garage, repairs 249 17
Blodgett Auto Service, gas and supplies 315 62
M. P. Whitcomb. labor 10 50
.lulius Firmin, mowing 173 70
Howard Ellis, labor 440 40
Brighton Steel Co., supplies 82 21
Kdward F. Pelkey. labor 2 00
Octave Bernier, truck 101 05
Arthur Whitcomb, Inc., shovel 212 00
Ernest Meattey, labor 161 55
H. A. Lawrence, truck 246 75
$274 30
47






Fred A. Baldwin, truck
Francis Patterson, labor
R. C. Buckley, bulldozer
R. W. Stone, lumber
Frank Kendall, labor
S. S. Stone & Sons, repairs
American C'yanamid Co., supplies
N. E. Explosives Corp., supplies
Holbrook Grocery Co., chloride and salt
Jonas Damon Estate, lumber
Walter Baldwin, labor
Knowlton & Stone Co., supplies
Omar Gauthier, gasoline
L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
H. F. Davis Tractor Co., repairs
Atle Hill, labor
Walter E. Emerson, supplies
Arlen Foster, gravel








M. D. Campbell, labor $868 70
Arvid Hendriekson, labor 432 85
Alte Pelto, labor 507 30
Ernest Hendriekson, labor 421 40





Armas Pelto, truck and labor
Francis Patterson, truck
Donald Patterson, labor
Lizzie Campbell, clerical work
Frank H. Gannett, labor and gas
Leon Shea, truck
-lohn Chase Jr., truck
Robertson Motor Co., repairs
Sunshine Stores, Inc., supplies
Sunoco Service Station, oil
N. E. Explosives Corp., supplies
Arthur J. Plante, gas and oil
Dr. A. B. Skelton, medical service
Fitzwilliam Auto Body Co., gas
American Cyanamid Co., supplies
Blodgett Auto Service, gas and repairs
L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
E. R. Reiman, gas and repairs
Collector of Internal Revenue, inc. tax
E. J. Plante Sr., gas and supplies
Walter Mattson, labor
0. A. Symons, repairs
R. C. Hazelton Co. Inc., snow plows
Julius H. Firmin, tractor and labor
Fred Streeter, labor
H. Gilmore & Co., supplies
Thompsn Coal & Grain Co., chloride and salt 67 00
Lepisto Garage, repairs
N. H. Gas & Electric Co., electricity
Roger L. Stone, supplies
Trefle Meattey, labor
Troy & Fitzwilliam Coal Co., coal












H. F. Davis Tractor Co., supplies
James H. Hind, wirings
R. G. Wheeler, gasoline
K. W. Stone, lumber
Fred P. Wilkins, vise
W. G. Greenall, oil
All States Steel Co., repair links
































State of N. H., appropriation, 1947
DETAIL NO. 17
Street Lighting





Walter M. Stone, flags
52
DETAIL NO. 28
Depot R. R. Crossing
Boston & Maine R. R., signal and gong $1,200 00
DETAIL NO. 29
Town Hall Doors
Nils A. Hanson, latch $14 00
DETAIL NO. 30
Plante Memorial Tablet
Newman Bro's., Inc., tablet $144 00
Philip J. Yon, exp. chgs, and expense 9 26
DETAIL NO. 31
Fire Alarm
The (ramewell Co., automatic valve
James H. Hind, wiring and supplies
The Gamewell Co., fuses
DETAIL NO. 32
Reservoir
Edward F. Pelkey, cutting wood
Fred Singleton, cutting wood















County Treasurer, county tax $2,476 58
DETAIL NO. 34
Precinct and Plante Park
Arthur J. Plante, part approp., 1947 $50 00
Fred R. Boyce, approp., 1947 200 00
B. F. Lawrence Tree Expert Co., spraying 50 00
DETAIL NO. 35
School District
Balance approp. for 1946-47 $9,262 15
Dog tax, 1946 211 68





REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER
Calendar Year 1947
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1947
N. H. State Treasurer
:
Hedgehog bounties
Refund, forest fire expense
Reimbursement tax, public lands











Frances F. Chase, town clerk (see her report) 1,650 95
Bertrand F. Chase, aoent, town hall rents 77 50
]\I. D. Campbell, highway agent, (see selectmen's
report) ' 204 94
George A. Baldwin, supt., sale cemetery lots 150 00
Lolie R. Pierce, tax collector, (see her report) 43,121 36
Winchester National Bank, temporary loans 20,000 00
Trustees of Trust Funds, repa.v advances and
interest 2,342 61
Town of Troy, N. II., share, i/o, Oct. 23, forest fire 2,652 26
March. & Mechan, Mutual Insur. Co.. dividend
on policy 6 45
Traders & Mechan, " " " " 6 45
B. & M. R. R. Co., services, men fighting fire 12 00
Forest fire special account, transfer 19 20
Cheshire County, reimbursement for outside aid 37 93
5,420 19
DISBURSEMENTS
Selectmen 's orders paid, $78,811 18






Jan. 1. 1947 to Dec. 31, 1947
Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1947 $ 11
Motor vehicle permits
:
1946-1947 motor vehicle permits $37 89





REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
SUMMARY OF WARRANT—LEVY OF 1947
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1947
Dr.
































1 Grind stone good
1 Dodge truck and tools ' good
1 Road roller good
1 Compressor and equipment good
1 Cement mixer good
1 Brush shears good
1 Stone crusher poor
1 Culvert cleaner good
2 Cross cut saws good
2 Garden rakes good
2 Flares good
4 Lanterns fair
2 Dynamite containers good
1 Cap container good
1 New road sander good
1 Road sander poor
1 Stone drag fair
2 Small road drags fair
4 Iron bars good
2 Striking hammers good
4 Chains good
2 Road machines fair
1 Derrick, mast and boom poor
1 Stone hammer good
2 Forks good
2 Axes good
2 Bog hoes good
1 Set of blocks good
2 Brush scythes and snaths good
2 Scythes good
3 Snow shovels good
6 Round pointed shovels good
60
3 Square pointed shovels good
4 Picks poor
1 Set 4 boiler wheels good
4 Blast drills good
12 Plug wedges and shims good
1 Post hole shovel good
6 Plug drills good
2 Sets of chains for truck good
35 Sticks of .dynamite
75 blasting caps
500 ft. bridge plank
SNOW
61
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Town of Fitzwilliam for Fiscal Year ended Dec. 31, 1947
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
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TOWN HALL AGENT'S REPORT
From Jan. 1, 1947 to Jan. 1, 1948
Nuinber of times town hall opened 149
Nnmber of times town hall opened free 102
For the Girl Scouts 37
For the Boy Scouts 26
For the schools 12
For the town 3
For American Legion and Auxiliary 13
For District Nursing Association 6
For Firemen 1
For Federated Church 1
For Planning Board 3
Cash received for rent of halls
From Fitzwilliam Grange No. 154
From Grange Card Parties
From Assoc. Sportsmen's Club
From Library Sewing Circle
From Mrs. N. A. Demidoff
From Mr. Campbell of Boston
From Fitzwilliam Garden Club





FIRE WARD S REPORTS
The clerks of the two companies report the following




1 Oil stove explosion.
10 Brush fires
2 Chimney fires.
1 Auto fire, State Line.
ENGINE NO. 2
5 Chimney fires.
1 Bath house fire, Oscar Mattson.
1 Auto fire by Holman farms.
1 House fire, Levi Duplease, total loss.
5 Brush fires.
Both companies seem to be in good shape and well
equipped. A cement floor has been laid in Engine No. 1 house
;
also an oil heater. Also a dam has been built back of town







REPORT OF TOWN CEMETERIES
Appropriations from the town $800 00
DISBURSEMENTS
George A. Baldwin, 3781/2 hrs. @ .80c
Tom McCool, SBTi/o hrs. @ .60c
Fred Baldwin Avith truck, 35 hrs @ $2.50 per. hr
Walter M. Stone. 4 hrs. @ 85c
George F. Dunton Jr., 1431/2 hrs @ .70c
Robert Dunton, 81 hrs. @ .75c
Use of truck and horse for season
L. D. Barnes & Sons Store, supplies
$800 08
Collected for two lots sold in 1927 at
Pine Grove cemetery by H. W. Bemis $10.00 each $20 00
Sold five lots at Pine Grove cemetery
;
1 to non-resident 50 00
4 to residents at $20.00 80 00
$302
70
REPORT OF VILLAGE DISTRICT
COMMISSIONERS
RECEIPTS
Dec. 31, 1946 Cash on hand
Mar. 11, 1947 town appropriation
DISBURSEMENTS
B. F. Chase, labor
B. F. Chase, repairs on mowers
B. F. Chase, chloride
B. F. Chase, lawn clippers
Jonas Damon Estate, fence rails, 11
Daniel H. Bemis, new seats and rail irons
Stephen Axel, labor and paint, rails
Town of Fitzwilliam spraying
trees on the common
Dec. 31, 1947 appropriation overdraft $1 54
$31 41
71
REPORT OF VILLAGE DISTRICT
TREASURER
RECEIPTS
Dec. 31, 1946, cash on hand
72




FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE ELLIOT INSTITUTE
For the Year Endins: Dec. 31, 1947
RECEIPTS
1947
Jan. 1 Balance in Cheshire Nat. Bank $733 21
Dividends
:
First Nat. Bank of Boston
Chemical Bank and Trust Co.
Peerless Casualty Company
Pac. Gas. and Elect. Pref.
U. S. Savings bonds G
Coupons
:
Canadian Nat. R. R. 41/28
Prov. of Manitoba 4I/2S
Feb. 20 Proceeds sale Prov. of Manitoba 41/28
Aug. 25 Proceeds Band Concert
Proceeds Fulton Puppet Show
Interest on Savings account
33
74
DEPOSITS AND VALUE OF SECURITIES
Bal. in Cheshire National Bank
Deposit in Cheshire Co. Savings Bank
2m. U. S. Savings Bonds Series G
Im. Canadian Nat. R. R. 41/28 1957
15 shares 1st Nat. Bank of Boston
13 shares Chemical Bank and Trust
75 shares Peerless Casualty Co., com.
30 shares Pac. Gas and Electric 6% Pref.
$642
75
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
OF TOWN LIBRARY
To Dec. 31, 1947
Jan. 2, 1917 balance on hand $178 99
Library Sewing Circle for books 25 00
Library Sewing Circle use of hall 3 75
Alice Bridgeman for "Johns Shelf" 10 00
Goodspeeds Book Shop, book sold 10 00
Phillips Fund 20 10
Books and junk sold 8 18
Bartlett fund 38 27
Colby fund 3 87
Simonds fund 2 51
Received for books 6 15
Received from Esdaile trust 183 50
Town appropriation 1,050 00
From petty cash received and paid out by librarian
:
Sale of town histories $20 00
Old books sold 4 00
Fines and dues 51 03
76
DISBURSEMENTS
Personal Book Shop, books
Personal Book Shop, Esdaile fund
J. B. Blodgett, janitor
A. C. Neal, librarian
Gladys Wilkins, librarian
R. H. Stephens Est, bal. due Mrs. Stephens
G. H. Tilden and Co., books
Moore, Cottrelle Co., magazines
Gaylord Bros., supplies
Sentinel Printing Co., printing
Bank service charges
N. H. Gas and Elect. Co., lights
Avon Book Co.





C. T. Winter, cartage
Stephen Exel painting part of library building
L. Lilback, wood
Atkins Plumbing Co., repairing heater
P. H. Faulkner, state tax on Esdaile fund
H. B. Firmin, kindling
Hampshire Press, printing
F. R. Parker, postage
















Submitted herewith is the report of the annual audit of
the accounts of the Town of Pitzwilliam covering the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1947, which was made by this Division
in accordance with the vote of the town.
SCOPE OF AUDIT
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts
and records of the Board of Selectmen. Treasurer, Tax Col-
lector, Town Clerk, Road Agent, Trustees of Trust Funds,
Plante Memorial Park Commission. Treasurer of the Elliot
Institute, Library Treasurer and Village District.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Comparative Balance Sheets—Dec. 31, 1946-Dec. 31, 1947:
(Exhibit A)
Comparative Balance Sheets as of December 31, 1946 and
December 31, 1947, are presented in Exhibit A. As indicated
therein the financial condition of the town changed from a
Surplus of $701.27 at the beginning of the year to a Net Debt
of $1,707.05 at the close of the year.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: (Exhibit B)
The factors which affected the change in the financial
condition of the town during the year were as follows
:
Surplus—December 31. 1946 $701 27
Net debt—December 31, 1947 1,707 05
Change in Financial Condition $2,408 32
78
Decreases of Surplus
Budget Deficit $2,415 07
Increases of Surplus
Cash in hands of Town Clerk 6 75
Net Change $2,408 32
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expenditures
—
Estimated and Actual Revenues: (Exhibits C & D)
Comparative statements of appropriations and expendi-
tures, estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1947, are presented in Exhibits C & D. As indi-
cated by the budget summary, a net overdraft of appropria-
tions of $3,068.04, less a net revenue surplus of $652.97, re-
sulted in a net budget deficit of $2,415.07.
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures: (Exhibit E)
A summary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1947, made up in accordance with
the uniform classification of accounts in included in Exhibit
E.
AUDIT PROCEDURE
The accounts and records of all town officials charged
with the custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds
were examined and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks
were compared with supporting invoices and payrolls as well
as entries in the books of record. Receipts were checked by
source insofar as possible and totals of receipts and expendi-
tures verified. Proof of the Treasurer's balance as of December
31, 1947, is indicated in Exhibit F.
TAX ACCOUNTS
The tax warrants for the levies of 1947, 1946, 1945, and
tax sale accounts for the levies of 1947 and previous years
were examined. Summaries indicating the activity in the
tax warrant and tax sale accounts for the fiscal year ended




The financial accounts and records of the Town Clerk
were examined and audited. All funds received by the Town
Clerk on account of the issuance of motor vehicle permits and
dog licenses were properly accounted for through remittances
to the Treasurer, fees retained or cash on hand.
TRUST FUNDS
Savings bank books and securities representing the
principal and unexpended income of the trust funds were
examined. A summary statement of trust fund principal, in-
come and investments, as of December 31, 1947, will be
found in Exhibit R.
TOWN OFFICER'S SURETY BONDS
The surety bonds of the town officers were examined. A
list of the town officers who are required by law to be bonded,
together with the accounts of the bonds and the surety com-
panies, for the year 1947, will be found in Exhibit T.
SPECIAL FIRE ACCOUNT PAYROLL
The special forest fire payroll account was audited and




Reference to the balance sheet. Exhibit A, shows that the
town ended the fiscal year, December 31, 1947, With |a
current deficit of $1,707.05. This represented the excess of
current liabilities (accounts payable and unexpended balances
of appropriations) over total assets (cash, accounts receivable,
uncollected and unredeemed taxes), as follows:
Current Liabilities $11,674 71
Total Assets 9,967 66
Current Deficit $1,707 05
Provision should be made in the 1948 budget for this
deficit.
80
Property Acquired by Tax Collector's Deeds:
A list of the properties which the town has acquired by
Tax Collector's deeds is included in Exhibit K. The last
assessed valuation of each piece of property is indicated.
In order that this property may be transferred back to
private ownership and thereby restored to the tax rolls it
is recommended that an article similar to the one suggested
herewith be inserted in the town warrant and acted upon by
the town meeting this year;
"To see if the town will authorize the selectmen to ad-
minister or dispose of any property which has been acquired




The accounts and records of all town officials were found
in good condition and the accounting procedure conformed to
the uniform system prescribed by this Division.
The provisions of Section 31, Chapter 211, of the Laws
of 1939, require that this report or a summary of its essential
features shall be published in the next annual town report.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Fitz-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Herbert E. Hunt, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
January 21, 1948
CERTIFICATE OF AUDIT
This is to certify that we have audited the accounts and
records of the Town of Fitzwilliam for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1947 and found them to be in good order. In
our opinion the Exhibits included herewith reflect the true
81
financial condition of the town, together with the results of




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Herbert E. Hunt, Auditor
Hugh J. Cassidy, Accountant
REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN
Before the publication of the annual Town Report wt;
issued in January our own list of books received during 1947,
including a statistical sheet to give our readers an idea of the
fluctuations in book loans. In library records such informa-
tion is kept in graphic form, which tells us in advance when
there may be an increase or a decrease in circulation; from
these graphs it is also possible to judge the whys and where-
fores of a slack or a busy period.
Sometime during the year the Dewey Decimal System will
be installed, complete with shelf list and cross-indexed card
file. It is difficult at this time to set any date when the
system might be put into operation, since the cataloguing of
a book requires several steps and the books are being replaced
on different shelves to follow a numerical and subject sequence
suitable to the system.
We wish to thank Mrs. Carleton E. Boyce for carrying
books to and from the Depot readers and Mr. Arthur J. Plante
for the use of his store as an outlet where books may be
left for Mrs. Boj^ce to pick up.
Total circulation for 1947 was 4,344 books loaned. Full







Examiner : Dr. George S. Emerson.



















Inasmuch as it has been difficult to secure dates for
Tonsil and Adenoid Clinics, several parents have had their
children entered as private patients. There are several more
that require attention. Too. it is impossible to have a School
Dental Clinic, as in former years, therefore, I urge all parents
to take their children to their family dentist regularly. Sound











Again, I wish to express my gratitude to the several
teachers and parents, for their understanding and cooperation,
and to the many others who have taken a friendly interest in
the work of the District Nursing Association.
Respectfully submitted,
MARGUERITE E. DAVIS, R. N.
TREASURER'S REPORT
FITZWILLIAM DISTRICT NURSING ASSOCIATION
Jan. 1, 1947 to Jan. 1, 1948
RECEIPTS
Received from town $1,200 00
Received from Marguerite E. Davis, R. N.,
District Nurse Services 148 75
June, School District 100 00
Oct. 3 Mrs. Carleton T. Smith,
Square Dance Group 300 00
Received from Miss Davis,
Withholding tax 163 20
$1,911 95
Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1947 441 62
$2,353 57
DISBURSEMENTS
Marguerite E. Davis, R. N., services,
Jan. 1, 1947-Jan. 1, 1948 $1,500 00
Telephone bill 32 48
Marguerite E. Davis, use of car
and gasoline 150 00
84
Bank charges on checking account 4 11
Collector of Internal Revenue,
Portsmouth 163 20
85
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of Fitzwilliam
:
I herein submit my fifth annual report as Superintendent
of Schools.
The general demand for better educational opportunities
for the youth in our public schools is indeed a serious problem
at the present time. In order to meet the various needs of
boys and girls and to prepare most of them to enter high school
tlie modern elementary school has many new responsibilities.
The development of the basic skills and abilities in reading,
writing, and arithmetic are as essential as ever. More effective
learning in the social studies with increased emphasis on
democratic living is needed to develop better citizenship both
within and outside school. An adequate school program should
also provide the opportunities for directed experiences in
general science, manual arts, domestic arts, music, the fine
arts, health, and wider social contacts. The facilities for
these objectives will be limited in many schools during the
present period of shortages and high costs.
The maintenance of well qualified teachers in the public
village and rural schools is almost an impossibility unless
nearby resident teachers are available. At the present time
70,000 teaching jobs are vacant in the United States. More
than 350,000 teachers have left our public schools since 1941.
Over 2,000.000 school-age children are not in school and mil-
lions of those in school are receiving inferior education due
to the fact that 11 '^000 teachers, or one out of every eight, are
serving on sub-standard permits. This problem is enhanced
by increased enrollments in our schools and fewer students
preparing to teach,
I believe that the general morale of the schools would be
greatly improved if parents exerted a stronger influence on
their children. Cooperative attitudes of obedience and re-
spect for authority should start in the home. The mutual
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help of parents and teachers is needed by all youth at the
present time.
The Fitzwilliam School District is maintaining a con-
structive program for the welfare of its youth. Many major
improvements to meet the common needs of children in the
Fitzwilliam Schools are mentioned in the report of a committee
authorized at the last annual school district meeting. The
recommendation of this committee merits careful consideration
as a long range program.
Recent changes to meet the immediate needs follow
:
1. Improvements at the Columbian School include an
adequate supply of running water, new movable furniture, and
a fire escape for the use of the children on the second floor.
2. A well organized and equipped school lunch program
that provides the opportunity for all pupils to obtain a well
balanced meal at low cost. The success of this project is
due in part to the effective work of interested citizens, par-
ticularly to those who prepare, deliver and serve these meals
at the schools.
3. Improved instruction resulting from further revision
of textbooks, more visual aids, the best classroom teachers
available, and the employment of a music supervisor.
4. Educational films shown in the schools on a regular
schedule by Mr. John B. Russell who has contributed his
services and furnished a sound projector for this purpose.
5. The classification of pupils with one or two grades






STATISTICS FOR SCHOOL YEAR, 1946-1947
Total length of school year in weeks 37
Number of different pupils registered 113
Number of half days schools were in session 342
Average membership 105.41
Average attendance 98.93
Percent of attendance 93.85
Average number of tardinesses per pupil .56
Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy 7
Number of pupils transported by district 71
Number of visits by the superintendent 76
Number of visits by members of school board 19
Number of visits by the school nurse 42
Number of visits by the parents and citizens 68
CONCLUSION
I wish to thank the Teachers, Members of the School
Board and other school employees for their services to the








REPORT OF MUSIC SUPERVISOR
To the Superintendent of Schools
:
I herein submit my first report as Music Supervisor in
the Fitzwilliam schools.
We have in our local schools a basic vocal music series
known effectively as "The Singing School" published by
C. C. Birchard Co. of Boston. The title of the series expresses
the fundamental aim—that of making each classroom a "sing-
ing school."
The vocal music course blends itself into many phases
of the child's life in all the richness that music may provide.
Whether it be in the classroom, on the playground, in com-
munity relationships, or in the home, there is a musical ex-
perience with the vividness that it takes to arouse pupil
interest.
The music program, aside from giving the pupils countless
songs, attempts to develop the feeling for beautiful music and
lyric ; a strong clear picture of democracy ; music fundamentals
;
music reading; music appreciation; the study of Schubert,
Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Stephen Foster as well as the
music writers of today ; and last, creative activity both in
art and lyric writing as well as the creation of little melodies.
In Grades One and Two a great deal is being done to de-
velop the desire to listen to fine music and appreciate it.
Music reading has already been started in the Second Grade
with special emphasis on clear speech while singing. The
study of music fundamentals has made great progress in
grades Three and Four. To the program has been added tonal
and verbal diction for the development of better musical
hearing.
To assure each boy and girl in the system an exact sense
of rhythm, skipping and folk singing games are taught. A
well-balanced rhythm band is periodically in action with
student conductors in Grades One and Two. Folk dancing
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replaces the simple singing games in the Junior High classes
using both records and their vocal texts.
The operetta "Christmas And The Four Freedoms" which
was produced just before the holiday season provided an
outlet for a great deal of self-expression, and too, reinstated
musically the true meaning of Christmas with a patriotic
angle.
In conclusion, let me thank the Superintendent of Schools,
the Board of Education and the Teachers for their efforts in







SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1948-1949
School District of Fitzwilliam
DETAILED STATEMENT
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ESTIMATED INCOME OF DISTRICT
State aid (December 1948 allotment) $5,150 00
Dog tax (estimated) 150 00
Income from trust funds (estimated) 50 00
Deduct total estimated income not
raised by taxation 5,350 00
Assessment required to balance school
board's budget $23,076 00
Special Appropriations Proposed (Articles in Warrant) :
For deficit appropriation (1947-1948) $300 00
For new equipment 700 00
For refrigerator for lunch program
and domestic arts 225 00
Total assessment required to cover
budget and appropriations











ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1947
Cash on hand June 30, 1946 $2,704 46
Received from selectmen :
Appropriations for current year $13,762 15
Dog tax 211 68
Income from trust funds 50 31
Received from state treasurer, state aid 2,955 07
Received from all other sources 85 42
17,064 63
Total amount available for fiscal year $19,769 09
Less school board orders paid 18,211 02





This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
treasurer of the school district of Fitzwilliam, of which the
above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30,






























DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Balance, June 30, 1946
19 Dividend on insurance policy
13 Release on No. 10 schoolhouse
16 Tuition, Julia W. Blair
14 Local taxation
29 Refund, American Education Press
18 Town of Fitzwilliam
30 Interest, Armo W. Streeter Fund
2 Local taxation
16 Local taxation
9 State treasurer, equalization tax
28 Local taxation









24 Sale of sewing machine
Total receipts during year
$2,704 46
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE FITZWILLIAM
SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1946 and
Ending June 30, 1947
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is complete and
correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. The accounts
are kept in accordance with Section 24 of Chapter 82 of the
Revised Laws of New Hampshire 1942, and upon forms pre-











National school lunch $43 87
State aid
:
Equalization and general aid 2,955 07
Local taxation
:
Support of schools, tuition, salaries, debt and
interest and other statutory obligations 13,462 15
Special appropriations 300 00
From sources other than taxation ;
Dog licenses $211 68
Secondary school tuition (rebate) 10 00
Income from local trust funds 50 31
Sale of property 5 00
96
Other receipts 26 55
Total receipts from all sources




Salaries of district officers
Superintendent's excess salary
Tax for state wide supervision
Expenses of administration
Principals' and teachers' salaries
Text books
Scholars' supplies
Other expenses of instruction
Janitors' salaries
Fuel









Total payments for all purposes





From July 1, 1946 to June 30, 1947
DETAIL NO. 1
Salaries of District Officers
George S. Emerson, school board
Fannie B. Spieer, school board and secretary
Helmi E. Tommila, school board
Frances F. Chase, treas.
Bessie B. Byam, clerk
$50 00
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Frances F. Chase, Treas., bond and postage











Edward E. Babb & Co., supplies
J. L. Hammett & Co., supplies
F. M. Johnson Lumber Co., supplies
Godin Stores, supplies
Arthur J. Plante, supplies
L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
Rollin Angier, lumber
E. Russell Raymond, supplies
Marion Sabin, supplies
Henry Bemis, supplies
Row Peterson Co., supplies
R. W. Stone, lumber
John H. Frye, supplies
DETAIL NO. 8
Flags and Appurtenances
J. L. Hammett Co., flags
DETAIL NO. 9
Other Expenses Of Instruction
Row Peterson Co., supplies
World Book Co., tests
M. N. Perkins Co., diplomas
Sentinel Printing Co., programs













Julius Firmin, sawing wood
Fred Baldwin, hauling wood




Water, Light And Janitors Supplies
N. H. Gas & Electric Co.
Edward E. Babb & Co.
Arthur J. Plante, supplies
L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
Evelyn Damon, supplies
Warren Refining & Chemical Co., liquid soap
$370 00
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L. D. Barnes & Son. supplies
Ferdinand Schoerner, grates and labor
Kenney Bros. Inc., desk tops
Beedle Piano Co., repairs on radio
John H. Frye, supplies
Daniel Bemis, labor and supplies
E. Russell Raymond, supplies
Cascade Paper Co., supplies




Arthur J. Plante, supplies $3 10
District Nursing Assoc. 100 00








Philip Morris Co., athletic equip.
Mrs. G. H. Fairbanks, rental of costume
The Holbrook Co., supplies




L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
Irwin Gordon, supplies
Chesterfield School District, movie rental
DETAIL NO. 19
Tax For State-Wide Supervision
State Treas. Gordon F. Kimball, tax per capita
DETAIL NO. 20








L. D. Barnes & Son, supplies
W. J. Prario, supplies
The Holbrook Co., supplies
Evelyn Damon, supplies
Henry Bemis, supplies
Emile J. Plante, Jr., supplies




THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN WARRANT
To the inhabitants of the Town of Fitzwilliam, in the
County of Cheshire, in said state, qualified to vote in town
affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the town hall in said
Fitzwilliam on TuesdsP^, the 9th day of March next, at nine
o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
Art. 1. To bring in your votes for the election of Dele-
gates-at-Large ; Alternate Delegates-at-Large ; District Dele-
gates ; Alternate District Delegates, to the national conventions
of the Republican and Democratic parties to be held for the
purpose of nominating candidates for President and Vice-
President of the United States.
Art. 2. To elect a delegate to the State Constitutional
Convention.
Polls will be open not later than 10 o'clock a. m. and close
not earlier than 6 o'clock p. m.
Art. 3. To hear and act upon reports of agents, auditors,
committees and officers heretofore chosen.
Art. 4. To allow accounts against the town.
Art. 5. To see if the town will vote to instruct the select-
men to appoint a highway agent for .the ensuing year, or take
any action thereon.
Art. 6. To choose all necessary town officers for the
ensuing year ; to choose one trustee to have charge of the trust
funds.
Art. 7. To elect trustees for the town library or take
any action thereon.
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Art. 8. To elect one selectman for three years.
Art. 9. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
l^riiite the sum of $9,585 for town charges.
Art. 10. To see if the town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Art. 11. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1,104 for street lighting.
Art. 12. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $3,000 for oiling town roads.
Art. 13. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $13,000 for town maintenance.
Art. 14. To see if the town will accept state aid for
T.R.A. construction and appropriate the sum of $747.07 for
this purpose, the state to give $2,988.27.
Art. 15. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate $3 500 for the purchase of a new truck for the highway
department, and authorize the selectmen to trade in the present
truck.
Art. 16. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1,707.05 to make up the deficit in 1947.
Art. 17. To see if the town will authorize the selectmen
to administer or dispose of any property which has been ac-
quired by tax collector's deeds, either by private sale or public
auction.
Art. 18. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1,400 to help maintain a district nurse for
the ensuing year, the same to be expended under the direction
of the Fitzwilliam District Nursing Association, or take any
action thereon.
Art. 19. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $800 for the general care of the town ceme-
teries.
Art. 20. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $800 for the care and maintenance of the
Fitzwilliam Town Library.
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• Art. 21. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $250 for the purchase of books for the Fitz-
william Town Library.
Art. 22. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $260 for the use of the Fitzwilliam Village
Precinct, for the care of the common and sidewalks.
Art. 23. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $100 for the general care and maintenance of
the Plante Memorial Park, the same to be expended under the
direction of the Park Commission.
Art. 24. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $105 (1-lOOth of one percent of the assessed
valuation), for the Monadnock Region Association of Southern
N^ew Hampshire for the issuance and distribution of printed
n^ after, newspaper and magazine advertising, calling attention
to the resources and natural advantages of the town, in co-
operation with the other thirty-seven towns in the Monadnock
Region.
Art. 25. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $200 to be used for the observance of Memorial
Day, the same to be expended under the direction of the
patriotic bodies.
Art. 26. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $800 to complete the pipe line and hydrant
from the town hall reservoir to the Winchendon Road.
Art. 27. To see if the town will vote to install a fire
alarm system, in general along the lines recommended in the
recent Report on Fire Protection in the Town of Fitzwilliam
prepared by the Town Planning Association, and to raise and
appropriate the sum of $800 therefor, to be expended by a
committee consisting of the selectmen and fire wards of the
town ex-officio.
Art. 28. To see if the town will vote to* petition the
State Tax Commission to have an audit of town accounts made
by the Division of Municipal Accounting, and raise and appro-
priate the sum of $65 to cover the expense of such audit.
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Art. 29. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $150 for spraying the trees on the common,
Plante Memorial Park, cemeteries and streets.
Art. 30. To see if the town will vote to have two street
Hq-lits installed near the Blodgett Auto Service station on Route
12, and riise and appropriate the sum of $32 to pay for one
ve.'Tr's service.
A.rt. ."1. To see if the town will vote to have four street
ii<?hts installed on Webb Hill Road, and raise and appropriate
the sum of $64 to pay for one year's service.
Art. 32. To see if the town will vote to have one street
lio-ht installed at the end of the street in front of the residences
of Aili Haapala and Enoch Brandt, and appropriate the sum
of $T6 to pay for one year's service.
Art. 33. To see if the town will vote to accept two
bequests made in the will of Charles L. Haskell, each in the
sum of $500; the income of one to be used for the improvement
of the o-rounds of the town hall, and the other for the improve-
ment of the grounds of the library.
Art. 34. To see if the town will vote to have the Honor
Roll removed from its present location to a suitable position
ins'de of the toAvn hall, the expense of the work to be charged
to the town hall appropriation.
Art. 35. To see if the town will accept an offer of the
Fitzwilliam Garden Club to pay for straightening and repair-
ins: the Revolutionary gravestones in the town cemetery, the
work to be done under the joint direction of the Cemetery
r'ommission and the Garden Club, as funds are made available
i)y the latter.
Art. 36. To see if the town will vote to authorize the
selectmen to sell to Stillman P. Stone the old gravel pit on the
h'ghway leading from the Winchendon Road to Stone's mill,
deeded to the town by Anson G. Beebe on May 8, 1901, and give
a deed therefor.
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Art. 37. To see if the town will vote to raise and appro-













THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
(SCHOOL WARRANT)
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Fitnvillinn qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the sixteenth day of March, 1948, at one o'clock in
the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects
:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any
other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
^. To see if the district will vote to make any alteration
in the amount of money required to be assessed for the ensuing
rear for the sunport of public schools and the payment of the
statutory obligations of the district, as determined by the
school board in its annual report.
9. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00) as a deficit appro-
priation for the school year ending June 30, 1948.
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10. To see if the district will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of seven hundred dollars ($700.00) for new
equipment.
11. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of two hundred and twenty-five dollars ($225.00) for
an electric refrigerator for use in the School Lunch and
Domestic Arts programs.
12. To see if the* district will vote to petition the State
Tax Commission for an audit of accounts by the Municipal
A-Ccounting Division and raise and appropriate the sum of
fifteen dollars ($15.00) for this purpose.
To transact any other business that may legally come be-
fore said meeting.












REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSOLIDATION
OF SCHOOLS
This committee, havings been given only the authority to
study the i)lan of consolidation and make recommendations,
unanimously agiee that consolidation is advisable for the fol-
loAving practical reasons
:
1. The district now maintains three separate buildings,
three janitors who in turn must keep seven fires, with the
possibility of nine fires if the over-crowded conditions make
it necessary to ()j')en the upper room of the village school.
This means supplying various types of fuel for each building,
Avhereas in one building, the proper central heating system
would mean one fire, one janitor and one type of fuel.
2. Transportation now necessitates bus routes repeating
themselves, and pupils waiting at separate buildings in order
to be distributed to their respective grades. One building
would mean one point of pick up, and one destination.
8. The two lower schools still maintain primitive toilet
systems, but to change these would necessitate installing central
heating systems in each building, as any modern plumbing
would of course freeze in winter.
4. Over a three year period, several major repairs would
be necessary
:
a. New roofing on the Village school.
b. Proper plumbing in both the Village and Co-
lumbian schools,
c. New and adequiate lighting in the Junior High
school.
d. Changing of the heating system in the J.H.S.
Note : As the system now stands, the smaller class-
room, v.hich gets the sun the greater part of the
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day, is directly over the furnace, making it at times
unbearably hot. Even with an attempt to distribute
the heat evenly, it is necessary to run a second
furnace in the larger classroom, this furnace being
right next to the teacher's desk, and some front row
pupils. As a result these people are too warm, while
those in the back of the room are not warm enough.
A third fire has to be kept downstairs for Domestic
Science classes, and the School Lunch program.
5. It would be impractical over a period of years to
attempt to carry on the school lunch program of a complete
meal, while maintaining three buildings. Pood must be trans-
ported from the central kitchen at the Junior High, and this
year it is only through the kindness of interested citizens that
we are able to serve hot lunches in each school.
6. In regard to Musical Education, it is now necessary
to keep three pianos tuned, and to transport borrowed record
players. Any stage production su(;h as aji operetta or gradua-
tion exercises, involves transportation for rehearsals of all
pupils to and from a central building, as well as inconvenience
to the teachers.
7. Under the existing system it is necessary for all three
locations to be plowed out after each storm—one building
would mean only one driveway. Also, following each storm
it is now necessary to shovel two paths each to the inadequate
toilets of the lower schools.
8. The water supply in the schools is so inadequate that
it prevents meeting even minimum standards of health and
sanitation in a well regulated school program.
9. Due to greatly overcrowded conditions, and the antici-
pation of additional pupil load, it will be necessary to either
hire another teacher and open the upper room of the Village
School, or go to the expense of making a permanent classroom
out of the small room at the Junior High.
10. The present construction of the Junior High School
provides inadequate exits from the basement classroom.
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The Committee unanimously agrees that consolidation, pro-
viding one building with a room for auditorium and gymnasium
purposes, is advisable for the following EDUCATIONAL
reasons
:
1. Physical Education in, as well as out of doors for all.
2. Recreation in, as 'well as out of doors for all.
3. Visual education. As schools now stand, pupils must
sit two in a chair, and have no means of blacking out the
windows when educational films are shown. Also, the first
and second grades are deprived this program due to the neces-
sity of transporting heavy equipment.
4. Musical Education—Space and equipment for educa-
tional and dramatic programs, as well as for graduation.
5. Vocational Education—Space and equipment for chil-
dren to work with their hands.
6. Health—Improper plumbing, water supply, heat and
lighting hinder a good educational program.
7. School Lunch—Children have a hot, well balanced meal,
prepared under sanitary conditions, which teaches them good
health practices, the application of good manners, and provides
social contact. School lunch program has become a regular
part of the school days work in places where it can be
maintained.
8. Administrative—More efficient administration, and
supervision of scholastic and physical program.
The committee met with Mr. Paul Farnum, Chief of the
Division of Administrative Services of the State Board of
Education to discuss consolidation, and the possibilities of
adding on to the -lunior High School, or building a whole new
unit. The committee also w^ent to Concord, and under the
guidance of Dr. Gertrude Lewis, Director of Elementary School
Services in the state, visited various schools. One building,
although larger than needed in Fitzwilliam, offered an ideal
educational program. Another school was a smaller and more
modern one story construction, with an auditorium-gymnasium.
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The many advantages of a school lunch program in one
building was particularly noticeable here. The committee went
on to Candia, Kingston and Hampstead, where each school
offered a type of construction or program that would be helpful
in planning for consolidation.
The Committee unanimously recommends
:
1. That all pupils should be housed in one building with
equal educational opportunities,
2. That the School District provide a committee to















Officers elected : Town Clerk, Frances F. Chase ; Select-
man ior three years, Howard M. West ; Town Treasurer, Sturgis
Coffin ; Library Trustees, Edith M. West and Rodman Schaff
;
Trustee of Trust Funds, Louis M. Webb: Road Agent, Malcolm
D. Campbell ; Cemetery Commissioners, for 1 year, Howard
C. Holman, for 2 years, Louis M. Webb ; for three years, George
A. Baldwin ; Sexton and Superintendent of Cemeteries,
George A. Baldwin; Town Hall Agent, Bertrand F. Chase;
Firewards, Clarence M. Damon, Arthur J. Plante, James H.
Hind; Plante Memorial Commissioners, Philip J. Yon, Charles
H. Sturtevant, Arthur J. Plante; Constable and Prosecuting
Agent, Herbert AV. Popple,
Meeting called to order 9:10 by the Moderator, Sturgis
Coffin.
Art. L Polls were opened at 9:25 a. m. for the purpose
of electing the Town Officers under the non-partisan ballot
system, and it was voted to keep them open until 6 p. m.
Voting continued throughout the day.
Voted to defer Action upon Article 2 until Article 27
had been taken up.
Art. 3. No accounts against the Town.
Art. 4. Voted to raise $9,000 for Town charges, divided
as follows
:
Town officers' salaries $1,350 00
Town officers' expenses 925 00
Election and registration 100 00
Insurance 250 00
Town hall 600 00
Police department 300 00
Fire department 2,600 00
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Town dump 225 00
Old age assistance 1,500 00
Town poor 1,000 00
Damages and legal 100 00
Interest on temporary loans 50 00
Art. 5. Voted to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
Art. 6. Voted to raise $1,088 for lighting the streets.
Art. 7. Voted to raise $3,000 for oiling Town roads.
Art. 8. Voted to raise $10,000 for highways and bridges
and under this article the following resolution as an amendment
was presented by Howard Holman and same was adopted
:
Resolved that $1,000 be set aside under Article 8, to be used
exclusively for graveling Town Roads.
Art. 9. Voted to raise $744.06 for T.R.A. roads, the
State to give $2,976 23.
Art. 10. Voted to raise $1,200 to help maintain a District
Nurse.
Art. 11. Voted to raise $800 for general care of Fitz-
william cemeteries.
Art. 12. Voted to raise $750 for maintenance of Library.
Art. 13. \^oted to raise $300 for purchase of Library
books.
Art. 14. Voted to raise $250 for use of Village Precinct.
Art. 15. Voted to raise $100 for care of Plante Memorial.
Art. 16. Voted to raise $91 the Town's proportionate
share of expense of Monadnock Region Association's advertis-
ing campaign.
Art. 17. Voted to raise $150 for Memorial Day observ-
ance.
Art. 18. It was voted to indefinitely postpone the reso-
lution presented by Walter M. Stone: Resolved: That the
Town appropriate the sum of $7,000 for the purchase of a re-
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built power grader, snow-plow and wing, and the cost of
housing the same, with the understanding that the sum of
$1,000 raised for the purpose last year is to be used with the
sum hereby appropriated, and that the sum of $3,500 is to
be raised by taxation in 1947, and that the Selectmen be auth-
orized to borrow the sum of $3,500 for 12 months to make up
the balance of the purchase price.
Art. 19. Voted to have audit of Town accounts made
by Division of Municipal Accounting under the direction of
the State Tax Commission and to apppropriate the sum of
$65 for this purpose.
Art. 20. Voted to rescind action of last previous town
meeting in adopting the non-partisan ballot system for the elec-
tion of Town Officers.
Art. 21. Voted to accept the Trust Fund under the
Ada R. Esdaile will.
Art. 22. Voted to raise $800 for spraying and care of
shade trees on the common. Depot Park, cemeteries and streets.
Art. 23. Voted to defer action on this Article until
Article 27 had been considered.
Art. 2t. Under this article the following resolution was
presented by Howard M. West : Resolved : That the Town raise
and appropriate or borrow, a sum not to exceed $3,500 for the
construction of the water-hole back of the library building
and the pipe line and hydrant as recommended in the report
of the committee on water supply for fire protection. It was
voted to adopt this resolution. Under the same article an-
other resolution as follows was presented by Howard M. West:
Resolved: That the sum of $2,000, plus accumulated interest,
raised as a capital reserve fund for the benefit of the Town
Hall in 1945, be used to help defray the cost of construction
of the water hole, pipe line and hydrant, for fire protection
and thereby reduce the amount to be raised by taxation for
the construction of the water hole authorized by the previous
resolution. Upon poll of house the vote for passage of the
above was Yes 72, No 3.
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Art. 23. Under this article the following resolution was
presented and it was voted to adopt same : Eesolved : That the
Town raise and appropriate the sum of $400 to repair the toilets
in the Town Hall.
Art. 25. Voted to indefinitely postpone this article.
Art. 26. Voted to pass the article as read. (Plante
Memorial).
Art. 27. Voted to adopt this article as read. (Additional
street light).
Art. 28. Under this article the following business was
taken up : Resolution presented by Francis R. Parker and
passed by a rising vote : Resolved : That beginning with Gen-
eral James Reed in the year 1774, the moderators of the Town
of Fitzwilliam have been men who not only were held in the
highest esteem by their fellow citizens, but were men who have
uniformally conducted the town meetings in a manner which
has called forth the admiration of all.
John S. Blair, who for more than twenty-five years has
served this town as moderator, has well upheld the high
standard set by his predecessors.
Having refused to be a candidate for the office he has
held so long, the voters of Fitzwilliam here assembled this 11th
day of March, 1947, wish to sincerely thank Mr. Blair for his
faithful and efficient service throughout the years.
Be it further resolved, that a copy of this resolution be
spread upon the records of the town and a like copy sent
to Mr. Blair.
Resolution of Silas W. White and passed: Resolved: That
the Highway Department plow snow from private driveways
on receipt of $5 per season from owners or lessors of said
private driveways.
Voted to adjourn Warrant session of this meeting at 2:10
p. m. the voting for the town officers continuing until 6 p. m.
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FOREST FIKE PROBLEM SERIOUS
The year 1947 was one of the worst periods of drouth and forest fire
occurence in eastern United States history. la<5k of water ruined crops
lowered water levels and dried up brooks everywhere. Three months of
deficient rainfall and abnormally high temperatures resulted in many
fires which were mostly well controlled and kept within bounds. Only the
high winds begiiming on October 23rd caused a few fires to escape be-
y<md immediate controL These few fires resulted in burning some ISfiW
acres and the loss of 63 or more buildings in four New Hampshire towns.
All October fires were costly. They burned deeply in the ground and
required day and night patrol of large crews of men until the rains came
late In October. Towns which escaped from serious fires might easily
have been in the midst of the most serious conflagration we had.
Governor Dale closed the woods effective at midnight o* October 15th.
With the blow-up of October 23rd, a second proclamation closed all back
roads and authorized towns to inaugurate patroL The effect of this was
to cut down subsequent fires for the rest of the dry period.
Local fire warden forces performed an admirahle job to hold the
more than 200 fires that occurred during this October period. Many
men were taxed to the utmost as the emergency continued. To them and
all those who did their work, the people of New Hampshire owe a debt
of gratitude. The state forest fire control agency based on local town
wardens and town crews wherever adequately equipped rose to the oc-
casion and met the test in whatever town their services were needed.
It is now time to take stock everywhere of our fire fighting facili-
ties for the season ahead and to make them adequate where necessary.
To this end town fire {riians and training programs for wardens, deputies
and other key men in each district are being arranged or in progress. If
equipment and tools are insufficient to properly equip the available man
power in each community with the right tools for the job, they should be
provided for at once. The yearly addition of fire tools to the town sup-
ply will generally need to be built up. The state sells tools to the towns
and shares one-half their cost. Good equipment is important and can
help greatly to keep both damage and fire costs at a minimum .
For many years we have requested our wardens not to issue burning
permits except on rainy days. This regulation will be in effect again this
year as it is one of the best means of assuring such fires from getting
out of controL Nine out of every ten fires can be prevented, 98 percent of
all fires being due to human carelessness. Be sure to get a permit for any
fire in or near woodland when the ground is free from snow. Be sure your
fires are always out before you leave them. Help us in getting the teavel-
llng public to keep from throwing out lighted matches or cigarettes. Be
careful of all fires in or near woodland.
F. J. BAKER,
District Chief.
Number of Fires, 10.
Acreage Burned, 126%.
Number of iRre Permits Issued, «2.
CLMtEN€IE M. DAMON,
Forest Fire Warden.
